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WFALLIBLE AUTHORITY
A NECESSITY

—

Sible Cannot be Spomsor For its Own Authen-
itity—Must be Accredited by a Reliable
Extrinsic Witness—I Not the Church,
Where Is it to be Found ?

for: The Intenuountaiu Cathialie.)
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i« been mnde: nor that I.hl.‘__fnl"l of revela-
el should be, evident to natural reason.
Protestgnt principle assumes that the Bible
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private peasen of the believer, whe reads it
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N Text, de to its eaning And genmime sense,
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| tieulurly to the Catholie American of today.

CATHOLICISM AND AMERICANISM

An Earnest Appeal to Catholics, by
the New Naval Sccrctary, fo Fitting-
ly Typily the Exemplary American

Citizen.

(By Charles J. Bonapurte.)

To consult the Ormele of Delphi Ex-
pensive  no than solemm  procecding.  The
Pythoness acted on sound buosiness principles in
fixing the price of ber services; and, ss she also
dealt strictly on a “spot cash”™ basis, the happs pil-
grim who left her august presence may have thought

Wi= an

loss

| himselt: the, ricker in heavenly wisdom; bur must
have kEnown himself” a1 good deal the poorer in
worllly dross.  As some compensation e had

thrown an, provided he took the trouble to read the
il|---r'lptl|~|u over 1]:1- yute, il |piom- u{ muu] .Irl\‘il‘l"
whiclh differed widely in valoe from  curbstone
opimions and gratuitous counsel in genernl. Lt

wits not only worth more than the nothing he paid |
{'tor it. but far more than all the obseure warnings

and eqguiveenl hanis for which he had just paid so
handsomely. “Know thyself™ was a precept of well

nigh boundless utility for the ancient Gregk: it is |

no whit fess suited to the American and more par-

And

we American Catholics may perhaps spead a fow |
: . i | drigeed conseivnee, with the good of their country
apply it: or, in other words, to find out, if we can, |
what we are and why we are hére, what work we |

minutes fruitfully in the attempt 1w practieally

have to do and upen what econditions we may hope
to do this work well.

“Undoubtedly,” =aid the New York Nation in
its issue of Jan. 30, 1868, “political squality, free
public educaticn under Protestant auspices uud a
il rule which compels sectarian toleration
are which must in time either destroy
CUatholiciam in this country or essentiully change
its pature.” Is this statement true? s its proba-

i

forees

bility establiched or even indicated by our thirty-

six yenrsi experience since it was published, or by

| the Chureh’s histary during the enfive perind since

ghe was first exposed to what the same paper, in
the article from which 1 have quoted. calls “the
earoding aetion of our instifutions

These quotations are not new. I doubt not thit
sou have all heard ‘Wgd read—mnany of you prob-
abls often, some perhaps ad navseam—that there
is mn “incompntibilitg” botween American insti-
tutions and the Cuatholic Church. You max hove
e this not only from enemies, but from friends
of the Churels  In trath, it s said sometimes by

those who know something of the Catholie (hurel -

and nothing of American institutions, although
mory
Atnericnn institations and nothing of the Catholic
(Cthurch, and mest frequently of all by those who
kynow mothing, or next to nothing, about either.
Were 1 spenking seventy-five or even fifty yours
dzo 1 might a<k whether the andience before me
believed thi=: today such an inguiry would be need-
less. Now sach a thought 'may be, perhips, enter-
tained by a Catholic who is not an Amerieai, or by
an American who i8 not a Catholic: but surely the
opinion is uo longer shared by any American Cith-

olie sufficiently informed to have an intelligent
np!ﬂiun. = 1/
Blind men may argue  whether the Catholic

Clipreh esm live in the United States; but for these
who have eves that can see and will open them to
the truth, that question s g gquestion o lopger,
If they see anvthing, thes see that she can live
bevause she hos Tived and lives today. Lives, too,
not ns o sickly exotie: she grows and Hoorishes and
waxes strong wifh o sound ad healihy growih;
gaining not in mere size, bt o vigorn, every duy;
in short. she is and feels herself to be at home.

If we apply to the sum of American institutions
she vague and mucli-abuzed term Liberty, the his-
tory of a century and a quarter proves that lib-
erty is gowd for the Catholic Chureeh. Tf it los
e==cntinlly changed the nature of Cutholicism, the
change his been but 1o make the Church more en-
terprising and segressive, more then ever full of
the missionary. proseivtizing spirit which mukes @
truly Hving faith: and yet to put asleep the hatred
which she onee encounterod here and =till encoun-
ters elsewhere,

it is more to my purpose that Catholic
Americans should know and feel the full burden
of duty and consequent responsibility east upon us
twy the Church’s growing greatness. To my mind
nothing can be more certain than that the Church
has greatly prospered in America precisely becwuse
Ameries greatly needed the Church. Recruiting
her hierarchy from every rank and class of men,
living less with and for the rich or learned than
with and for ihat great mass of humunity. whose
;m_q:uil-ll.l-.. untamed b_\‘ letters, are L]ni]_\‘ [.mal]l'tl h_\'
physical wants,’ her, influence is most salutory
where ardor eivium prava Jubentium constitutes an
ever-present danger.

A self-governing nation, of all others, needs the
Catholie Church, She ein remind the sovercign
people us one having authority over it as over all
monarchs, that right and wrong are things change-
less und oternal, not mounlded by earthly fortune or
fixed by its or any roval pleasure; that for her sue-
vess nover sanctifies a fraud: that for her as for
her Founder, one man’s guilt i= but blackeued when
he finde to share it thousands of secomplices or
|]llpt‘§. . .
True the Church has no pelitics; she knows

Wi

frequently by those who know something of |

CHARLES J. BONAPARTE,

nothing of candidates or plutforms, of udminis.
tratiois. of policies, of tamnifs or currencies. She
15 nute on every guestion as to which henest men
way honestly ditfer, und no more tells her enildren
whit ticketr they may vote than what food they
shull eav or whay elothes they shall wear. ™ But as
she demands that they shatl est with temperatioe,
that they dress with deicy, so shie l“l.'1|lli|“(-.:q thein
to vote with un unclouded judguent, with an un-

as their motive, with the tedr of God before their
CVeE, b

Needed inoall times and gll countries, she 15—
or ut lusist to me she sepms—needed most of all in
our day und our country, for todily Americans nre
learning what burdens, what dungers, what temp-
tations wait on national greatoess. ® * ¢

That grest man whe, most of men, guve Life o
this republic has warned us how, and how onlg, 1t
way live and deserve 1o live.  Virtue, says the
Farewell address, is a necessary spring of popu-
lar government. Of all the dispositions and habits
which Iead to practical prosperity, religion wnd
morglity sre ingdispensible supports.  For Amori
enns, Washington is a safe guide—to lighten the

| darkness which shadow= our pationsl pethway. to

wilk seathless ‘mid the dangers elustering angrily
about i1, we must look for aid, not 1o man nor his
words or works, but 1o the religion of Christ, 1o
the morility of the Gospel, * # %
Whooever believe these things must
hewr the Church aay s she tightens her grasp on
American life, J'y suis, 'y reste! aud o feel o his
henrt thut she suys this truly.  But we mny know
this fact and noet pecessarily or immediately appri-
cuite 1E  conseguences. This 1= 1o lews  frme
Catholies than of other Americans. The mnotion

rejoice to

| that the Church is & strunger and o sojourner ig

our laud hes not been outgrown by all her children.

| Some Catholies have but half learned. although

/

they are every day learning more thoroughly snd
more and more rapidly, that they are Americans

Words of Sterling Patriofism and
Wise Counsel From the Lips of a
Representative American and Stal-

wart Catholic.

fullow eitizen heeause his birthplace or that of his
fathers yot oluims his svmputhics and shares his
affections, 1T hold him alike unworthy and danger-
ous if he his =tfll (o Toarn that here, and here only,
are ull lix interests end all Ins duties,

[ suy this espeaally to and of Catholies, b
canse, d= I have just remarked, American Catholices
have only gradually recogmized its truth, and otheér
Amierivcans have only recently and imperfoetly come
fo a6 that they pecognized and acted on it - Thet
the United Stetes was and wonld remain o Profest
At Gonntry seomed to miny within ne less than 1o
nuniy without the Church almost & matter of conrse
soveniy-five or even fifty vears ago; it was assumel.

| complacently or regretfully as the cnse might be,

bt generally assumed a4 certain. As to this we
had no right te complain of public opimion: our
fellow eitizems of other faiths thought of us much
w= we thought of ourselves. [If to some of them
event now an American Catholic seems i <ome sort

i 4 eontradietion in terms, g fow of both our clergy

and not Irishmen or Germans, Fronchmen, Itulians |

or Poles. Not (understaond me well) Americans
first and some sort of foreigners afterward; but
Americans first, Tast und all the time; and nothing

' elso st all, at least inoa sense whie hwould make

them any the less Americans.

No man can really have two countries. any
moro than he enn faithfully serve two masters—a
hybrid tepe of citizenship will be always nud every-
where ephemeral and sterile. A great untion like
otifs cin tolerate no divided allegionee—those who
would be hers at all must be hers  altogether.
Where o man was horn she has, indecd, never been
over-curious to ask. Alexander Hamilton and Gil-
bert Gallatin are no more her stopeliildron than
groat-grandchildren of the Maytowers' passengers,
But no one is or can be an Ameriean eitizen i the
full and troe sense of the word who feels himself
an [rishman or a German or anything else; except
a5 George Washington or Johin Adans might have
folt himself an Englishman, or (to compare 8 very
small person 1w a4 great one) 1 may feel myseli a
Corsican,

1 say this; of evurse, subject to all reasonable
qualifications,. No  civilized man, certainly no
Christinn, can be Indifferent to the good wr i1l for-
tupe of any branch of the homan family; @l the
Lasd where one’s kindeed dwell, one's parents are
buried, one’

Vs childbood was spont, must bo to a
man of opdinary sentiments something more than
i rod or blue pareh on the map.. 1 'have ne quarrel
with those who on the shores of New Englapd. in
the shadow of the Alleghenies, by the Mississippi

{ or the Great Lukes or the far Pacifie. remember 1o

honor St. Patrick or St. Goorge or St. Andrew or
St. Bonifase or St. Wenceslans—if the lust is thie
saint I mesn and if T have his name arvight. 1
would put no probibitory tariff on foreign same-
titys the production of the domestic article will
not be checked by its ymportation, nor will the sup-
plv exceed the demond. As onrcountry mukes her
own oné band of immigrauts after another she
takes with them their traditions aud their ideals,
iligir memories and their hopes, to blend these in
the moral and intellectnal hevitage of all her chil-
dren. Neither do 1 stand aglgst at green flags or
black, white and red flags Hying once u vear heside
the Stgrs and Siripes: or laws made pablic here
and there in the tongue of many thousands among
those called to obey them. The roally sad and
shameful feature of such incidents is the paliry
demugogism. which too aften inspires or magnifies

thew,  But, whilst 1 think only the better of 3

and our laity are still rubbing their eves to be sure
thst such a person 1= not in sompe sort an imposier
tht he s truly a Catholie while no less trily an
Amaoerican.

The foundation laid fourteen wyears afier the
Pilgrim fathery landed at Plymouth, when a hamd-
ful of exiles raised the eross ot St. Mary's, has had
to bewr n gigantic: supersirucrure; beneath  whose
woight it might well have erumbled had it bein
built hy hands. When he reflucts how sast has
twen the work of assimilation and inspirrtion im-
posid one the little hady of Untholies who grected
their first Bishop in 1780, and then regognizes how
thoroughly ‘and how rapidly, on the whale, and
bearing in mind all the circumstances, that work
has been and is doue, far from marveling at iis
present incompleteness, any feivsminded man will
tind his fuith fevived and  strengthened in the
houndless poteney for gond stored v our orderls
froedom; any mon bolieving s 1 do will 360 »
further and greater cause for thankfulness  and
liopes lie will foel aseured for the future. as he has
known in the post. the proven snd abiding guid-
anee of Almighty God.

I'inust not forget that T now spesk first of all
to lngmen, and more particularly to young lavmen

soon o be churged with all the varied burdens of |

life: resting upon Americwns and vpon Cstholies.
Ai the American Oatholic Congress. 1o which 1
hiive alréady referred, an interesting and carefully
prepared paper was devoted to Lay Action in the
Church. It may be well this evening not to dis-
tuss oF eritivise the views of its author. bat brietly
to consider some aspeets of his subject.

Let me fiest note what was implied i the title
i, namely, that action is required by the Church
its laite. I strongly suspeet that to a gomd
many worthy people, clevgvinen and loymen, within
the Church and without, thiz idea is at lenst un-
fannlar.  Their conception of the normal Cutho-
lic lpymen is of something esseutially passive: To
their minds he spems first of all one of a flock well
guirded by shepherds and eollies, docile enough in

of

the main, and grazing now here, now there, a< |

these point the wax, but subject to fits of wayward-
ness and very prone to uibble a little forbidden
herbage on the sly. Yet it needs no serious sregu-
ment to show that . this view is fondsmentally er-
roneous.  Nothing conlil be less Cutholic than to
rogard any class of Christians as less than fulls
responsible for the growth of Christ’s kingdom on
earth. We know no such distinetions as those rec-
ognized in some other communions between Chureh
members and men and women who. although in the
Church, ave yet not of it; betwesn Christians who
have and Christisns wha have pot oxperienced a
change of heart.

| For the Church every baptized mun i« a Cath-
alis; no doubt he may be a bad as wall us a good
Catholie, a rebellions no less than Ioyal son of the
Chureh, o vseless and Barmful just s he may be
# useful member of the Christian body: bt wheth-
er he appreciates it or not, whether he deserves it
or not, he belongs to the Church: and he belongs
to her hods and soul. He cannot justly refuse hor
auything which le has; his time. his skill] his Tu-
bor. his strengtl of arm or brein, are hers no Jess
than his means. He cannot compound for any
ranstm, no matter how costly his obligation of
personal service in her army.

It is a common but wholly upjustifiable ervor
to eoufuse the order of diseiplined labor with ihie
indolenee of slavery; to think that becanse &
knows his work and does it, knows his proper place
and keeps it, knows whom he should obev and gets
on the knowledge, he i= without energy and will,
A number of years ago in a reunion of clergymen
belonging to one of the more recont among Protest-
aut denominations, a proposal to SETEE PO SDme
svmbol“of faith was resisted by one gentleman
hitnself a convert from another seet, on the grmtmi
that. having got one bit out of his mouth, ho didn't
wish to put ancther in. ® * #

It Catholie laymen are to act: what is the right-
ful -sphere and what are the just limits of their
action. T sde uo need to answer this question

(Continued on Page 2) "
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and legislation in all eountries
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itself substdisre ro the aims and workings of the
l'.'!pil-'«ii‘ﬂ. ““Il' the Nooiali=t AL Lo in with the
revolutionary wand be claims (o possess.  He will
v e deelares, remodel  the existiog comdition  of

things: he will establish equulity. social as well as

the controd

mdustrinl, by miving o the commumity
of all eapitul
| bodies, but also the Churel, is the
| itulist. He will. therefore, raise his political struc-
tare without reference to the word of God or to a
belief in Him, He will have no Chureh, which, to
him. seems to embady the arnstocratic principle
.;guin.-: which he is fAgl toorh aud neil
Dr. Kerby s that Industrialism
predomingtes th aml bas ziven birth to So-
rmlh«m llll\’ il‘-‘ SONCOmLET » anri-Uhristisn tenden
vivs, not becunse it wus wntudal evolution of
[Inlll.-!ri&i“-m to T‘ill.l{]_‘. overvome the mfluenee of
the Chureh, but becwuse ~the Christinn order and
Christian wonkened"—because
man's susceptilnfity CUhristianizing  infueness
haz not kept pace with his desire for material
progresa.  In support of his contention the doe-
tor adduces the following results of his experience
und observation. [le finds that “the spiritual sepss
is becoming dull ;™ that men i their good netions,
or beneficent measures. are influenced by no con-
siderations of n “sonl™; that mind s recognized
evervwhere to the totul exelusion of emotions or
impulses arising from the soul. Again, he zees than
the sende of <m iz becoming dull: that censeience
only exists in remnant form; that there are no sins
of omission, but of commission und that
these ave fewsr. He finds in socjety an inoressing
tendenier to choose the Hne of least resistance: he
sees that there is Little regard for seli-discipline,
self-deninl, pensnee: that indifference and neglect
overwhelm us all hands. The dense o¢f per-
sonal responsibility he nlso tinds o diminishing
gquantity, individoslisin hoving developed wondee-
fully strong men. but produced muny weak ones;
thut men throw the blame on “enviromment.” orr-
ing out that cireumstinces have shaped then.
Finally. he is conscious of o dulling of the senes
of duty—one sacial clas= believing m its. own
rights and in the duties of the ather elgcsns. The
absene of these five spivitnal senses, which are the

In his opinion not ouly legisbative
| the

slave of

cap-

forees are. greatls

1m0

only.

on

=T AT




